
 
Autumn   2019   -   Monday   25th   November   at   2.30pm  

 
Attendees:    Mrs   Adams,   Headteacher,   Mrs   Rook,   Administration   Officer,   Andy   Stevens,   Chair  
of   Governors,   Claire   Phillips,   LJ   Teacher,   Ellie   Dunwoody   Administrator,  
Plus   3   parents   in   attendance   
 

 
You   said…  
 

 
So   we…  

Friendly   Fridays   (lunch   in   classrooms)  
A   parent   said   that   her   child   loves   Friendly  
Friday   lunches   as   she   can   sit   and   chat   with  
her   friends   rather   than   just   with   her   class   and  
asked   why   this   can’t   be   the   procedure   every  
day.      A   parent   felt   that   this   was   encouraging  
children   to   have   less   in   their   lunchboxes   so  
they   can   finish   quickly   and   get   out   to   play  
and   join   their   friends   on   other   days,   A   parent  
was   concerned   that   children   wouldn’t   eat  
enough   if   they   were   rushing   out   to   see   their  
friends   and   they   need   to   ensure   a   good   lunch  
so   they   can   concentrate   during   the   afternoon  
session.  
 

Friendly   Fridays   are   there   as   a   relaxed   lunch  
treat   at   the   end   of   the   week   for   all.   We   fully  
appreciate   that   lunches   in   classrooms   are   not  
ideal   however   due   to   the   space   we   have  
available,   the   required   supervision   and   the  
number   of   children   taking   packed   lunches   we  
do   have   very   limited   options.   It   is   an   end   of  
week   treat   but   we   also   want   to   encourage  
the   children   to   socialise   with   others   not   just  
their   usual   group   of   friends.  
 
Mrs   Adams   will   investigate   with   the  
lunchtime   team   to   see   if   there   are   any  
suggested   improvements   for   the   future  
planning   of   lunchtimes.   

Daily   Mile  
A   parent   asked   about   the   frequency   of   the  
daily   mile   and   how   often   the   children   get   to  
do   it   -   do   they   really   do   it   every   day   and   do  
the   children   all   run   at   the   same   time?   

Mrs   Phillips   reassured   all   that   the   children   all  
get   out   on   the   daily   mile   track   at   every  
opportunity   and   that   unfortunately   within   the  
last   two   weeks   it   has   been   rained   off.   We   do  
want   to   encourage   the   children   to   do   this  
daily   activity   however,   we   do   not   want  
children   sitting   in   class   in   wet   clothes   or  
shoes   so   we   don’t   run   if   the   weather   is  
inclement.  
 
The   classes   run   their   daily   mile   at   separate  
times   depending   on   their   scheduled   day   in  
class,   at   most   appropriate   time   to   fit   in   with  
learning.   

FS   Nativity   DVD   
A   lot   of   parents   have   been   waiting   a   long  
time   for   last   year’s   nativity   DVD’s.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs   Adams     apologises   profusely   for   the  
delay   and   explained   that   all   at   the   school   are  
equally   frustrated   with   the   process.   There  
has   been   a   big   problem   with   the   editing   and  
it   is   being   dealt   with   at   present   to   provide   the  
memory   of   the   nativities   through   a   far  
simpler   process.   
 



Lunch   side   orders  
It   has   been   noticed   that   there   have   been  
children   not   receiving   the   side   dish  
advertised   on   HC3S   menu   (eg   garlic   bread  
finger).   
 
It   was   also   asked   why   bread   and   salad   is   only  
offered   after   the   children   have   finished   their  
main   lunch   meal.  
 

The   school   team   are   unaware   of   an   issue  
with   the   side   orders.   This   has   been  
investigated   and   raised   and   is   now   in   place.   
 
 
 
Bread   and   salad   are   offered   after   the   children  
have   finished   their   main   lunch   meal   so   that  
there   is   a   healthy   option   for   them   if   they   are  
still   hungry.   It   is   not   offered   to   every   child  
during   their   meal   to   avoid   wastage   but   it   is  
made   available   to   any   who   would   like   it.  
 

Nativity   extra   tickets  
A   parent   asked   why   can’t   there   be   more   than  
1   extra   ticket   for   Grandparents   as   they   would  
appreciate   it   more   family   members   could  
attend.   The   parent   asked   who   attends   the  
Community   performance   and   could  
grandparents   attend   this.  

Mrs   Adams   confirmed   that   the   community  
performance   was   an   additional   performance  
is   considered   as   a   dress   rehearsal   for   the  
children,   in   readiness   for   their   performances  
to   parents.   For   the   last   3   years,   we   have  
included   invitations   to   grandparents   to  
ensure   we   can   offer   the   opportunity   for   as  
many   family   members   to   see   the  
performances   as   possible.   However,   with   90  
children   in   Key   Stage   1,   we   do   have   to   limit  
numbers,   and   for   fairness,   we   offer   one  
additional   ticket   (on   top   of   the   2   provided   for  
the   main   performances)   so   that   we   can  
provide   the   same   opportunity   for   all.  
Community   members   also   attend   this  
performance,   as   well   as   buddies   in   school   so  
there   are   only   limited   tickets   available.   For  
health   and   safety   reasons   the   hall   can   only  
accommodate   110   seated   visitors   and   we  
have   to   account   for   the   staging,   and   the  
requirement   for   the   children   to   move   around  
during   the   performance   so   this   is   why   we  
have   to   limit   numbers.  
Mrs   Rook   stated   that   over   500   see   the  
nativity   performances   each   year   and   that   we  
fully   understand   how   many   family   members  
wish   to   be   included   however   we   do   have   to  
be   mindful   of   safety.   

Y2/3   Transition  
Unfortunately   a   parent   felt   that   the   jump  
from   KS1   to   Lower   Juniors   was   a   difficult   one  
and   that   parents   were   not   given   sufficient  
advice   on   this.   She   asked   if   it   could   be  
emphasised   in   the   Meet   the   Teacher   session  
to   prepare   parents   in   readiness.    

Mrs   Phillips     said   that   it   is   a   big   leap   for   the  
children   and   that   it   will   certainly   be  
expressed   in   more   detail   at   the   next  
transition   sessions   with   parents.   Mrs   Adams  
thanked   the   parent   for   this   useful   feedback  
and   said   that   we   run   an   open   door   policy   so  
should   a   parent   have   any   concerns,   they   can  
always   express   this   to   the   teacher   or   arrange  
a   meeting   to   discuss   further.  
 



Mixed   year   classes   -    A   parent   questioned  
why   we   have   mixed   year   groups   as   it   wasn’t  
something   he   had   heard   of   before.   How   does  
it   work   and   how   does   the   school   ensure   each  
child   gets   the   correct   level   of   work?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It   was   questioned   about   spelling   tests   and  
how   that   works   as   one   test   for   all   abilities?   
 

Mrs   Adams     explained   that   there   are   many  
schools   in   the   New   Forest   with   the   vertical  
system   and   the   same   sized   classes.   Our  
published   admission   is   45   which   is   a   class  
and   a   half.   This   forms   2   small   year   classes   of  
22   or   23   in   FS   and   the   children   are   then   split  
into   3   classes   of   30   in   KS1.   This   works   really  
well   for   our   pupils   and   each   pupil   thrives   on  
the   work   given   within   each   setting.   This   is  
reflected   in   the   excellent   end   of   Key   Stage  
results   we   have   and   the   progress   children  
make   over   each   2   year   phase   group.  
 
Mrs   Phillips     reiterated   that   the   system   really  
works   well   and   she   sees   great   progress  
within   the   classrooms.   .   The   standards   are  
very   high.   The   English   curriculum   runs   on   a   2  
year   cycle   (as   it   does   nationally)   and  
differentiators   are   in   place   to   ensure   each  
pupil   progresses   in   line   with   their   own  
personal   abilities.   
 
With   regards   to   the   spelling   tests   in   Lower  
Juniors,   children   move   between   3   groups   for  
SPAG   learning(spelling,   punctuation   and  
grammar)   and   the   spellings   set   are   according  
to   this   ability   group.   

Parent   Forums    –   A   parent   asked   if   the   Parent  
Forums   can   be   held   after   school   hours   to   try  
and   encourage   more   parents   to   attend .   

Mrs   Adams   said   that   previous   attempts   for  
out   of   hours   meetings   and   workshops   have  
not   been   well   attended.   The   parent   forums  
are   there   to   give   parents   an   opportunity   to  
speak   broadly   about   general   triumphs   or  
issues   within   the   school.   
However,   they   are   not   there   to   negate   the  
option   of   speaking   directly   to   the   class  
teacher   which   is   preferable   if   it   relates   to   an  
issue   about   your   child’s   experiences.   If   you  
cannot   find   the   right   time   to   speak   to   the  
teacher   directly   after   school   finishes   for  
example   then   we   encourage   parents   to   make  
appointments   which   all   our   teachers   will  
gladly   facilitate.   
 

Learning   Reviews   –    A   parent   queried   why   we  
invite   children   to   attend   Learning   Reviews  
with   their   parents   as   parents   would   like   the  
opportunity   to   speak   without   their   child’s  
presence.   
 

Mrs   Adams   explained   that   if   there   were   any  
concerns   that   they   should   approach   the  
teacher   who   would   welcome   any   further  
discussion.   The   learning   reviews   are   there   to  
give   the   child   and   their   family,   a   positive  
experience   and   to   share   successes.   If   parents  
feel   they   have   an   issue   to   discuss   away   from  
the   children,   they   can   advise   and   we   can  



offer   the   opportunity   for   the   pupil   to   wait  
outside.   It   is   entirely   up   to   parents   if   they  
would   prefer   to   attend   without   them   and   we  
will   ensure   certificates   are   available   to  
children   who   do   not   attend.   If   there   is   a  
particularly   sensitive   discussion   that   needs   to  
take   place,   the   parent   will   be   called   and  
asked   to   come   in   if   necessary.   We   do   not  
intend   for   learning   reviews   to   be   the   first  
place   an   issue   would   be   discussed   as   this  
would   be   something   we   would   make   parents  
aware   of   in   advance.   
 

Media   –    A   parent   said   that   with   the  
introduction   of   social   media,   there   are   lots   of  
different   sources   for   information   and   he   was  
concerned   he   would   miss   something  
essential.   
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs   Rook   explained   that   the   newsletter   is   the  
primary   source   for   all   school   related  
information.   This   is   communicated   to   all  
parents   each   week.   Additionally,   reminders  
and   additional   urgent   information   is   sent   out  
via   our   text   and   email   service.   This   is   the  
most   essential   tool   for   parents   to   keep   track  
of   upcoming   events   and   school   news.   The  
parent   calendar   is   also   a   useful   tool   to   direct  
parents   too   and   this   mirror   the   Important  
Dates   section   of   the   newsletter.  
 
To   find   out   wonderful   things   that   are  
happening   -   Mrs   Adams   said   that   Twitter   is  
there   for   celebratory   reasons   and   is   the   best  
platform   to   share   all   the   triumphs   within   a  
school   day,   This   is   in   place   of   our   previous  
school   blog   page.   Facebook   is   only   used   by  
PATCH   and   for   the   Hordle   Rocks   page   (to  
celebrate   our   160th   anniversary)    
 
For   information   only   -   Parents   first   port   of  
call   should   always   be   the   newsletter   and   our  
website   and   we   actively   encourage   parents  
to   check   our   website   for   all   key   information.   

KS1   pegs/space   in   class   –    A   parent   asked   if  
there     any   other   options   with   bag   space   and  
pegs   in   KS1?   There   is   a   lot   of   scrabbling  
around   to   find   things.   The   Badger   Sett   has  
more   space,   can   that   not   be   used   to   spread  
out   the   other   classes   bags,   coats   etc?   
 

Mrs   Adams    said   that   unfortunately   not:   the  
Squirrel   and   Hedgehog   classrooms   were  
built   in   the   70’s   and   the   layout   was   not   well  
thought   out.   By   asking   the   children   to   all   have  
satchels/drawstring   bags   instead   of   the   big  
rucksacks   etc   has   really   helped   but   it   is   still  
an   issue   and   unfortunately   there   is   no  
tangible   solution   The   option   to   use   the  
Badger   Sett   has   been   discussed   however   this  
space   is   also   a   break   out   space   for   KS1   and   is  
used   for   reading   groups   so   it   is   not   conducive  
to   additional   items   and   footfall.   
 



The   classes   have   been   rearranged   many  
times   but   of   course   the   architecture   with   the  
poles,   board   placement   etc   just   cannot   be  
worked   any   other   way.   
 

Scooters   at   playtime   –    A   parent   asked   if  
scooters   be   used   at   playtimes   for   the  
children?   

Mrs   Adams   stated   that   unfortunately   this  
would   be   a   health   and   safety   concern   and  
there   are   not   enough   staff   to   monitor   this   and  
avoid   accidents.   
 
 
 

Holiday   Clubs   –    Is   there   a   chance   that   there  
will   be   a   holiday   club   at   the   school?   
 

Mrs   Adams   said   this   has   been   considered   on  
numerous   occasions   however,   after   research,  
parent   surveys   and   deliberation   there   was  
just   not   enough   uptake   for   it   to   be   viable   and  
we   cannot   afford   for   these   types   of   activities  
to   run   at   any   loss.    
 

Eco   Warriors   –    A   parent   asked   what   the   Eco  
Warriors   are   focussing   on   this   year.  
 
 
 
 
 

This   is   being   lead   by   Miss   Robinson   and   is  
going   well   with   ‘Power   Rangers’   going  
around   the   school   at   lunchtimes   and   making  
sure   that   energy   around   the   school   is   being  
used   sensibly.   The   school   has   cut   down   on  
single   use   plastics   and   recycling   is   an  
ongoing   priority.   There   are   lots   of   other  
projects   taking   place   such   as   our   reverse  
advent   calendar.   
Update   -   on   23.01.20   the   school   was  
presented   with   its   SILVER   AWARD!   We’re  
now   working   towards   Green   Flag   Status  
 

Hen   Photography    A   parent   commented   that  
the   HEN   photos   were   quite   expensive.   

Mrs   Rook   said   that   the   feedback   had   been  
very   positive   about   the   HEN   photos   and   this  
was   the   first   time   we   had   used   this   company.  
Mrs   Rook   said   that   some   of   the   photo   options  
were   expensive   (several   packages   available  
to   purchase   multiple   photos)   however,   there  
are   also   options   further   down   the   price   list  
that   are   very   much   in   line   with   our   school  
provider.   
We   will   continue   to   review   however   the  
service   and   the   quality   of   the   photos   was  
very   well   received   so   it   is   something   we   are  
likely   to   offer   in   the   future   to   HEN   families.    

Online   Literature    Can   the   last   SPLAT   slides   be  
put   on   the   website?   Will   Times   Tables  
Rockstars   be   available   soon?   
 
A   parent   said   that   the   new     Oxford   Reading  
Buddies   is   a   great   tool   but   on   some   tablets  

Mrs   Phillips   stated   that     any   slides   etc   usually  
get   put   up   within   a   couple   of   weeks   so   she  
will   make   sure   this   happens   across   all  
phases.   Times   Table   Rockstars   will   be   added  
in   the   new   year   for   Juniors   and   KS1.  
 



you   have   to   sign   in   every   time   due   to  
parental   controls   which   makes   is   hard   for  
children   to   access   independently.    If   you  
change   your   settings   on   the   controls   it   is  
possible   to   allow   continuous   sign   in   but  
some   parents   don’t   know   how   to   do   this.   

Regarding   the   new   Oxford   Reading   Buddy,  
Mrs   Adams   thanked   the   parent   for   the  
feedback.   This   is   a   new   product   for   us   and  
the   issue   would   be   with   the   company   rather  
than   the   school   on   this   occasion   so  
suggested   the   parent   contact   the   company  
directly   so   that   they   can   make   it   a   little   easier  
for   future   use.   
 
It   is   a   wonderful   tool   for   the   children   to  
encourage   not   only   reading   but   safe   use   of  
the   internet.   We   want   children   to   know   how  
to   use   the   internet   safely   and   that   there   are  
wonderful   things   on   there   that   can   be   used   in  
a   way   to   enhance   learning.   It   is   also  
monitored   by   the   teachers   and   parents   can  
see   what   their   children   are   reading   and   how  
they   are   progressing.   Any   future   questions  
please   speak   to   the   teachers,   feedback   is  
very   welcome.    
 

 


