
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17th June 2020 

Dear Parents at Hordle School, 

This has been the weirdest of weird times, and in some cases tragic, frustrating, life-changing, life-affirming, etc... 

But you don't want to read flowery words from the governors. You want to know when your child can come back to 

school. The answer, for most of you, is not quite yet.  

This is not for lack of trying. Mrs Adams and Mrs Slattery, in particular, have been trying to predict the government 

guidelines in order to make plans in advance, and most times they have got it right. Of course, they are also trying 

to follow government guidelines. As you have seen in the news, this government is prepared to make u-turns. Well, 

that may be no bad thing. This is a very new and dynamic situation. But every u-turn means that hours of work 

creating plans have to be unpicked and new plans made. 

We dare not assume the government has got its science wrong. We have to follow guidelines. However we look at 

it, right now the guidelines preclude welcoming back Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 for anything more than Keeping in Touch 

(KIT) days - and even that requires imagination and effort. The Governors and the Senior Leadership Team are 

weighing up the need for children to get a good education, for children to be safe, and those around them to be 

safe, for the workload on our teachers to be reasonable (eg, they are not teaching in class and also providing 

remote education), and for parents to have the chance to resume their working lives. Some of these things are 

mutually exclusive. 

Some of our governors are also parents, and feeling the same 'remote education fatigue' that you are. So to say, 

'we understand', is not just a trite platitude. We do understand. The high levels of engagement in learning at 'Hordle 

Virtual Primary School' are testimony to your, and your children's resilience and determination - what Mrs Adams 

might describe as their 'stickiness'. Please just stick at it a little longer.  

We are immensely grateful to all those who are praying for the Hordle School Community. This includes members 

of Hordle Parish Church and of course you and your children yourselves. It is hard to see God in the middle and in 

control of this situation. But we have to trust that He is there, and he knows. We remain true to the Hordle Vision in 

John 10:10, that Jesus came that we may have life in all its fulness. When Jesus said this, he was contrasting it 

with the 'thief that came to steal, kill and destroy. Check out the verse. Google "John 10:10". He certainly wasn't 

thinking of Covid-19 when he said that. But coronavirus definitely has 'killed, stolen and destroyed'. I pray that 

rather than focussing on the thief, we can focus on the hope that the saviour brings and trust that, despite the 

challenges, our children and all our community will experience, now and in the future, the joy that Jesus brings and 

live life in all its fullness.  

Hoping to see you all again soon, 

On behalf of the governors, 

Andy Stevens

 


