
 
 

  Date:   Friday   14th   February  
 

Dear   Parent/Guardian,  

At   Learning   Reviews   in   Autumn   and   at   our   Multiplication   parent   workshop,   the   Lower   Junior   teaching  
team   shared   with   you   the   introduction   by   the   government   of   the   Multiplication   Tables   Check   (MTC)   for  
Year   4   pupils   starting   in   2020.    To   further   explain   the   information   we   provided,   here   are   some   key  
messages   that   you   need   to   know:  

What   is   it?  A   compulsory   check   of   25   of   the   multiplication   facts   from   the   tables   up  
to   12   x   12  

How   will   the   check   be  
carried   out?  

Individually,   pupils   will   work   on   a   computer   to   complete   the   check  
which   will   be   no   more   than   2½   minutes  

When   will   the   check   be  
carried   out?  

Within   a   three-week-long   window   starting   8 th    June.  

  

What   will   the   outcomes   be  
used   for?  

There’s   no   pass   or   fail,   just   a   score   out   of   25   marks.    The   results   of  
the   test   are   not   published   publicly   so   they’re   not   going   to   end   up   on   a  
league   table.    They   will   provide   us   with   data   that   we   can   use   to   help  
us   when   reflecting   on   our   provision.  

Why   is   learning   the  
multiplication   tables   so  
important?  

Learning   the   multiplication   tables   is   fundamental   –   they   are   the  
building   blocks   for   many   other   mathematical   concepts.   

How   do   we   teach   the  
multiplication   tables?  

We   have   a   carefully   structured   overview   of   multiplication   tables  
teaching   across   the   school   and   expectations   are   in   line   with   the  
National   Curriculum.    Our   teaching   is   firmly   rooted   in   developing   the  
children’s   understanding   of   concepts,   patterns,   structures   and  
relationships   in   multiplication.   We   also   give   plenty   of   time   to   practise  
speedy   recall   of   the   facts   through   our   Maths   Champions   levels   which  
the   children   love   as   well   as   encouraging   use   of   Times   Tables   Rock  
Stars.  



  

 

 

What   can   you   do   to   help   your   child?  

When   you   are   practising   with   your   child,   remember   you’re   practising   for   the   benefit   of   their   wider   maths  
education,   not   for   them   to   get   a   high   score   on   the   MTC.   Enable   your   child   to   access   Times   Table   Rock  
Stars   regularly.   

Making   the   most   of   Times   Tables   Rock   Stars  

Below   is   a   rough   monthly   guide   on   how   your   child   can   use   TTR   to   further   support   them:  

February    -   10   minutes   a   week   in   the   Garage.   If   they're   on   Auto,   they   should   aim   to   have   passed  
level   308   by   the   end   of   the   month.   Focusing   on   the   7s   and   8s.  

March    -   15   minutes   a   week   in   Garage.   If   they're   on   Auto,   they   should   aim   to   have   passed   level   365  
by   the   end   of   the   month.   Focusing   on   the   9s.  

April    -   15   games   a   week   in   Garage.   If   they're   on   Auto,   they   should   aim   to   have   passed   level   420   by  
the   end   of   the   month.   Focusing   on   the   11s   and   12s.  

May    -   10   minutes   a   week   in   Studio   and   5   minutes   a   week   in   Soundcheck,   which   is   our   simulator   for  
the   MTC.  

June    -   3   games   per   day   in   Soundcheck.  

How   can   we   help   you   further?  

We   will   be   running   a   parent   Lower   Junior   Multiplication   Tables   Workshop   on   Monday   2nd   March   at  
8.45am   to   share   strategies   you   may   wish   to   use   to   support   your   child.   If   you   are   able   to   attend   this  
workshop,   please   complete   the   form    here .   

If   you   have   any   questions   at   all,   please   ask   your   child’s   teacher.  

Yours   sincerely,  

Lower   Junior   Team  

 
 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1EFBIesYHeIsJmMB-RuYkVbsZIw3hU8poj4DRaP0gE74/edit?ts=5e417572

