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           17th July 2020 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
I am truly delighted that we are able to welcome the whole of Team Hordle 
back through the school gates in September.  We have missed each and every 
one of you and are looking forward to seeing the children relaxed and refreshed 
after their Summer break. 
 
I appreciate that you may still feel unsure and that you may have some 
reservations and concerns surrounding your child’s safety and how the school 
may look on their return. I hope that you find this document will provide you with 
all the information you need to ensure a successful return. Please be assured 
that we are working tirelessly to ensure that your child’s return will be a gentle 
transition, with the love and support of Team Hordle, whilst being as safe as 
practically possible.   

In accordance with Government guidance this plan sets out how we will 

undertake to deliver the specific hierarchy of measures which are:  

● avoiding contact with anyone with potential coronavirus symptoms 

● frequent hand cleaning and good respiratory hygiene practices 

● regular cleaning of settings 

● minimising contact and mixing 
 
We acknowledge that this is a long and detailed document but we hope that the information provided will 
help you to place your child in our care with confidence.  
 
When will school be reopening? 
 
Hordle CE (VA) Primary School will reopen for ALL children on Thursday 3rd September, in line with the 
government guidelines.  
 
HOWEVER - Year R joiners have their own induction days planned for the first few days in school which 
have already been communicated. Once the children are in full time - please refer to this document.  
 

When will HEN & NEST be reopening? 
 
HEN/NEST will reopen to children on Thursday 10th September.  We are 
hoping to hold settling sessions for our new children in the week prior to 
reopening, however this is dependent on the latest government advice.  The 
HEN/NEST team will be in touch with individual families directly to advise 
them. For information on start times please see page 7. 
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Will you be offering wraparound care and Hordle Hub clubs? 

 
DEN Breakfast Club & After School Club 
We are delighted that we can once again offer families wrap around care, 
with Breakfast Club and DEN After School Club reopening from September. 
The Early Years (HEN and Foundation Stage) Breakfast Club and DEN will 
be held in a separate location to the rest of the school. 
 
Please continue to your required sessions via Scopay and we will be in 
touch towards the end of the Summer break with further information 
regarding how the wrap around care provision will look in September. 
 
Please follow this link for more information, including drop off and collection 
times. 
 
Although we will aim to, where possible, organise the children attending into 
phase groups, please note that there may be reasons this cannot be 

guaranteed and there is every possibility that bubble integrity may be compromised. 

Hordle Hub - There will be no Hordle Hub Clubs (including those run by external providers) when we 
return to school in September. This will be reviewed and if the guidance allows, we will look at resuming 
these after the October half term.  

Other activities: 

Peripatetic Tuition In accordance with our non-essential visitors policy, on site peripatetic tuition will not 
continue. Please liaise directly with your child’s tutor. For those who are interested in beginning instrumental 

tuition we will be communicating with details of what our peripatetics will offer in the weekly Newsletter. 

 
What measures do you have in place for handwashing/sanitising? 

Handwashing remains the most effective deterrent in this crisis and staff will continue to ensure good 
hand washing / antibaccing routines for all children as follows: 

● On arrival in school 
● When visibly dirty 
● After using the toilet 
● After coughing or sneezing into a hand or tissue (preference for 

elbow)  
● When transitioning to another room  
● Before break (eating snack)  
● After break (having used equipment at playtime)  
● Before lunch (in the lunch hall)  
● After lunch  
● Other times as deemed necessary by the adult in charge.  

The school has also purchased antibac products with 70% alcohol base 
gel which will also be used by adults and children throughout the school - under adult supervision.  

If your child suffers from a dermatological reaction to washing or anti bac gel, you may send your child in 
with their own antibac or soap. Please ensure that it is clearly named and a medical form is completed. 
Please note that we cannot allow any homemade alternatives as the ingredients cannot be managed. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://hordle.hants.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2018/01/The-Den-information-booklet-for-parents-2020-21.pdf
http://hordle.hants.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2016/07/Administration-of-Medicines-Form.pdf
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I am worried that alcohol gel is going to dry out my child’s hands. Will they also be 

washing their hands too?  

Practically, it is much quicker to manage anti bac gel than hand washing queues. However, we will 

alternate between the two. 

If your child is suffering from dry hands as a result of the increased cleaning measures, you can send in a 

clearly named aqueous cream which they can use. Please complete a medical form and return to the 

school office along with the cream.  

 

 

What additional cleaning measures do you have in place? 
 

 
We have additional ‘deep’ cleaning and sanitising procedures in 
place with our cleaning contractors which are being carried out 
every school day. The chemicals that they are using both clean 
and sanitise the school environment.  

● The staggered school day will be used to provide time 

for support staff to clean general classroom toys and learning 

equipment each day that is not covered by the usual cleaning 

routine for example Chrome books. 

● Early Years staff will practice a rotation of sterilising hard 

surfaces and equipment.  

● Pupil toilets will be cleaned three times a day. 

● Tissue Bins will be emptied and sanitised twice a day: 

once in the middle of the day and once again at the end of the 

day.  

How you can help? The DfE Planning Guide for Primary Schools states that there is no need for 

anything other than normal personal hygiene and washing of clothes following a day in a school - parents 

should consider whether they wish to wash uniform more frequently.  

 
What if my child is exhibiting symptoms? 
 

● New persistent cough  

● Temperature above 37.7 degrees 

● Any loss of taste or smell 

All staff and students who are attending an education or childcare setting will have access to a test if they 

display symptoms of coronavirus, and are strongly encouraged to get tested so that they can return to 

school as soon as possible. How to get a coronavirus test   

You must inform the school if you or your child are going to have a test by completing this form. You must 

also inform the school of the results BEFORE returning your child to school by completing this form. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://hordle.hants.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2016/07/Administration-of-Medicines-Form.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/apply-coronavirus-test
https://forms.gle/14BC1na5QQ2Tfmjb9
https://forms.gle/gVLm5Lh7MVqBBVSg9
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What if a child or staff member develops symptoms? 

Pupils 

Should a pupil become symptomatic during the school day: 

● Persistent cough  
● Temperature above 37.7 degrees 
● Any loss of taste or smell 

Parents will be contacted for immediate collection. The child will be cared for in an isolation area with a 
supervising member of staff using additional PPE equipment as advised by Government. The pupil will 
need to be tested immediately and follow the advice they are given. 

Staff 

Staff who become symptomatic: 

● Persistent cough  

● Temperature above 37.7 degrees 

● Any loss of taste or smell 

Will be expected to leave school immediately and apply for key worker testing 

immediately.  They and their fellow household members will follow the guidance 

set out by the government. 

 

What happens if there is a confirmed case of coronavirus in school? 

If a child, young person or staff member tests positive, we will contact all parents immediately via text and 

email to advise them.  Further detailed documentation will follow which will contain guidance and support 

for pupils and families. Parents will additionally receive a text to ensure that they have seen the important 

correspondence from the school.  

 

Track and Trace  

An immediate internal track and trace exercise will be carried out to 

identify both staff and children who have been in contact with the 

infected individual.  Any staff identified will be sent home 

immediately, parents of children who may have been affected will be 

contacted and the compromised bubble will be closed.  We will work 

closely with Public Health England and take advice from the health 

protection team on any measures which need to be put in place. A 

deep clean will take place in the infected bubble. 

 

You will be told whether your child is in the infected bubble and what action to take. You will not be 

informed of the name of the infected individual - whether this is a staff member or pupil.  

 

Learning  

If, for whatever reason, a bubble/silo or the school is closed down at some point in the future - we will 

resume home learning immediately and therefore ask that you keep all the logins you've been using at 

home really safe so that this is a seamless transition.  
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Will PPE be mandatory for staff and/or children? 

The COVID 19: Implementing protective measures in education and childcare settings states that: 

Wearing a face covering or face mask in schools or other education settings is not 
recommended. 

The majority of staff in education settings will not require PPE beyond what they would normally 
need for their work, even if they are not always able to maintain a distance of 2 metres from 
others. PPE is only needed in a very small number of cases. 

Parents are therefore asked NOT to provide their child with a face mask as the correct viral control 
management of these is too complex to operate in a school. If your child has a medical condition that 
makes it necessary to wear a mask in September - please contact the school directly.  

 
What Social Distancing / Cross Contamination Measures are in Place 

How will the children be taught during the phased return? 
 
 
We have agonised long and hard about the size of a bubble. We have opted for a  
PHASE BUBBLE APPROACH  because, with our vertically year grouped classes, it 
became clear to us that it was going to be exceptionally difficult to teach the children 
effectively in order to help them to catch up on the gaps that have emerged during 
lockdown if we remained in class bubbles.  

Specifically, the benefits of running a Phase Bubble are that: 

a)  It permits some specialist teaching (e.g. phonics groups KS1, setting for maths in UJ)** as 

permitted in the guidance 

b) In the event of staff absence, we may be able to keep classes open for longer 

c) Able to provide more specific phase interventions for catch up 

d) We can start to run ‘phase-targeted’ after school clubs after October e.g. LJ Hockey.  

e) It enables wrap around care to run following the same principles.  

After consulting with staff, governors and parents, we have decided to operate ‘PHASE BUBBLES’ as 
below: 

BUBBLE 1 NEST & HEN 

BUBBLE 2 FOUNDATION STAGE 

BUBBLE 3 KEY STAGE 1 

BUBBLE 4 LOWER JUNIORS 

BUBBLE 5 UPPER JUNIORS 

 

**This specialist teaching will only happen in very specific and narrow time frames. At all other times, 

including lunch and break times, the children will be managed in strict ‘class bubbles’ with 2 consistent 

members of staff.  

In the event of a confirmed case - PHE may advise that the entire phase will need to be closed down. 

Home learning will resume immediately. If the national or local picture changes and the R Rate rises, we 

will dynamically risk assess the situation and may consider restricting back to class bubbles until the 

immediate threat has passed.  
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Bubbles 

Bubbles will operate according to the following principles: 

● The children will stay in the same bubble throughout the day as far as practically possible, 

including at lunch and break times where the playground is segregated (please find more 

information below) 

● Desks will face the front of the class in rows.  

● Children will stay at the same desk in that bubble throughout the day as far as practically 

possible. 

● Movement within school will be restricted - although taking children outdoors is the exception to 

this 

● Contact with other bubbles will be limited to short, specific periods of specialist teaching during 

the day. 

● Children will use the toilets in their own silo as far as practically possible. The only exception to 

this will be break and lunchtimes when the shared toilets with outdoor access will be used. Toilets 

are undergoing TWO additional daily cleans to minimise risk. Staff will ensure that toilets are not 

overcrowded and queues are managed 

School Silos 

It is impossible to eliminate all cross contamination within the school however, in the interests of reducing 

it as much as possible, the school will remain split into silos (physical areas of the school) which reduces 

staff and pupil contact with each other throughout the school day.  

The school has 5 silos which staff and children are asked to remain in throughout the day except in 

exceptional circumstances.  

Staff and children in each silo have designated toilets and staff rooms to ensure that we are doing 

everything to manage cross contamination across the school.  

 

How will my child be taught on their return to school? 
 

 
Staff will aim to spend minimal time in close proximity to the children. 
When they are giving feedback within the lesson, their contact will be 
brief and staff will aim to avoid face to face discussions as appropriate 
and possible.  
 
Wherever possible, in addition to their own pencil cases, children will 
have their own packs of personal equipment. For instance, additional 
mathematics resources have been purchased so that children will be 
able to have their own pack.  
 
There will be an initial emphasis on Personal, Social and Emotional 

education to support children as they come back to school. We will also focus on the basics of English 
and Mathematics and the catch up ‘recovery’ curriculum will aim to fill in the gaps that have appeared 
during lock down. We will focus on good learning behaviours and developing resilience - staying on task 
for longer than they might perhaps have done at home. None of this will affect your child’s access to a 
full, broad and rich curriculum and we look forward to revisiting our exciting FIT curriculum with the 
children on the first two days back in school. 
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We are very sad that there will also be no singing in school as it has been deemed that this causes an 
additional risk of infection - even if socially distanced. The same is true for indoor PE (see below) 
shouting, chanting or playing wind instruments.   
 
PE will continue to be an important part of our 
curriculum. However, in accordance with Government 
guidelines and until further notice, the majority of PE will 
be outside. Indoor PE will, if it happens (e.g. on wet 
days) will be restricted to permissible low impact 
activities such as yoga and gymnastics work.  
Please ensure that your child wears warm NAVY 
tracksuit bottoms in colder weather. These can be 
purchased at most supermarkets or LOGO versions can 
be purchased at the Uniform Shop.  
 
Under current restrictions there can be no worship in the 
hall - however this will carry on remotely or in class. The same is true for other ‘gatherings.’  
 
For the duration of COVID-19 we will be unable to teach food technology.  This will be replaced by other 
aspects of the DT curriculum or may be set as homework for families to complete together at home.  This 
will be reviewed regularly as new guidance emerges. 
 

 
How will I drop off and pick up my child safely? 
 
Staggered Start & Finish Times 
In order to reduce crowding at the gates and at the classroom doors - the school will operate a staggered 
start. Start times are split according to surname. See below for your family’s start time. (If you are a split 
family with surnames split across more than one start time - please choose one)  
 
MAIN SCHOOL YEAR R - 6 

ALPHABETIC SPLIT 
(surname) 

ARRIVAL TIME END TIME** 

A - FEL 8.30 3.00 

FIN - MUR 8.40 3.10 

 NAR - Z 8.50 3.20 

 

HEN AND NEST ONLY 

ALPHABETIC SPLIT 
(surname) 

ARRIVAL TIME END TIME 

A - FEL 9.00 3.20 

FIN - MUR 9.05 3.25 

 NAR - Z 9.10 3.30 

 

 

 

https://www.pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/hordlejuniorschool
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** If your child is attending DEN that evening - your child will be cared for in class until the end of the day 

**If you are a Key Worker and need your child to stay till 3.30pm - please contact the school. If you do not 

make contact - we will presume that you will be picking up at your staggered entry time.  

Recommended Entrances 

These are detailed below. We strongly urge families to use the recommended entry/exit in order to keep 

yourselves and others safe.  

When families drop off - you will see that a 2m exclusion zone has been painted around the doorways - 

we ask that no adult crosses this line. There are also social distance queuing spots where we think 

queues may build - please use these to protect everyone.  

Below is a table and visual description of your recommended entrance/exit.  

YEAR GROUP RECOMMENDED SITE 
ENTRANCE 

ENTRANCE Queue management 
(2m distance) 

NEST NEST GATE - 
LONGFIELD ROAD 

NEST DOOR Both directions on path in 
alleyway 

HEN  HEN DRIVEWAY VIA HEN DOOR  ONE WAY SYSTEM IN 
HEN DRIVEWAY 

FOUNDATION 
STAGE 

HEN DRIVEWAY VIA FS PLAY AREA  ONE WAY SYSTEM IN 
HEN DRIVEWAY 

TEAM BADGER MAIN ENTRANCE BADGER DECK  FROM DECK 

TEAM HEDGEHOG 
& SQUIRREL 

MAIN ENTRANCE VIA CLASSROOM DOOR QUEUEING TOWARDS 
CHURCH  

LOWER JUNIORS CHURCH ENTRANCE  VIA CLASSROOM DOOR QUEUEING TOWARDS 
CHURCH  

TEAM HAWKHILL & 
WILVERLEY  

WILDLIFE AREA  UJ CORRIDOR DOOR  THROUGH WILDLIFE 
AREA 

TEAM DEERLEAP  MAIN ENTRANCE  CLASSROOM DOOR  FROM CLASSROOM 
DOOR 

 

If you have children in more than one phase - please look carefully at the map below and consider the 

least impactful way of entering the school grounds e.g. If you have a child in KS1 and Lower Juniors - 

bringing the whole family through the church entrance will be the least impactful route.  

We further recommend dropping the older (or most confident) child first - so that the second child is not 

delayed if the other has an emotional need that needs to be met.  

Staff from each phase will be positioned at their designated entrance to meet the children.  

There must be only only one adult / carer per family to drop off or pick up. 
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We strongly recommend that parents of older pupils arrange to drop and meet their child slightly off site 

so that you do not enter the premises at all. (This may require you to alter your pick up protocols with the 

school office - we cannot allow your child to leave the premises without this prior permission.) 

Once your child has done their trip into class a few times you may find that they do not need to be 

accompanied to the classroom door - e.g. a lower junior (and KS1 sibling) could go to their classroom 

doors independently having been dropped at the church gate. This will further minimise risk in school.  

Please refer to the diagram below to see which gate you should use when we return in September.  

Please can we ask that you do follow this new procedure, we have devised this new system to limit 

contact between phases and so that we can maintain social distancing. 

 

What about classroom resources that are shared between children? 

Although the children will share a desk, we will try to limit as far as possible any shared resources. Each 
child will have their own kit on their desk and this will not be shared with other children.  

Any high risk items which ‘harbour’ germs (such as playdough, soft furnishings) or are unable to be 
washed at 60° will be removed from the classrooms prior to children’s arrival.  

In Early Years, for those who still have a sleep, bedding will be individual to the child and be washed daily 
at 60°. Mattresses will also be antibac wiped before and after a child has used them. 

Sport equipment will be wiped down with antibacterial wipes before and after use and children will wash 
their hands thoroughly after play. Soft equipment such as bean bags will not be used as they fall into the 
‘soft’ category and therefore must be stored away. 

 

 

http://hordle.hants.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2016/07/keeping-childen-safe-19-with-new-logo.pdf
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Do I need to provide anything for my child? 

To limit the need to share resources between children,  we ask that 
you provide a named pencil case with your child’s named personal 
equipment - pencil, pen, ruler, pencil colours etc (as per year group 
expectations, please see your Meet the Teacher transition 
communication for full details) which will be stored securely in your 
child’s tray when it is not in use. Please ensure that EVERY piece of 
equipment is named to ensure that nothing is shared between the 
children. If you would like to purchase a fully equipped pencil case 
for September at a cost of £5 - please follow the link here  to order 
and make payment via Scopay. Please note that we will need to 
receive all orders no later than August 1st, any orders received 
after this time may not be fulfilled. 

We also ask that you limit what your child brings into school on a daily basis to what is absolutely 
necessary.  Please can we remind you that rucksacks are not permitted. A drawstring bag is sufficient; 
containing a water bottle, snack, reading book/record, pencil case and lunchbox if required. 

 
How are you going to implement social distancing and restrict interaction between 
pupils? 

The Government no longer expects schools to provide 2m distancing as we have been used to. The 

emphasis is instead on good hygiene control measures and minimising cross contamination and contact. 

However, when we are in school - 2m remains an aspiration for the adults who have been trained in the 

expectation that they will proactively try to minimise contact with each other and the children.  

Older children (KS1 upwards) will be reminded consistently of the rules that they need to follow in order to 

remain safe. Although we understand and accept that children will readily forget this unnatural behaviour. 

they will be continually and gently reminded. You can help over the holidays by helping your child to 

understand that the Government no longer wants us to stay 2m apart, but they do want us not to touch or 

cough/sneeze near each other. These are new school rules that we must all follow.  

Early Years and younger pupils are unlikely to understand social distancing. However, staff will make 

every endeavour to adapt their practice accordingly and support children in learning about good hand 

hygiene, how to cough and sneeze and being safe around others.  

Our experience of the year groups already in school is that they have taken to the new restrictions like 

ducks to water - they’ve been wonderful!  We understand that for some children this might take a little 

more time to adjust. If you think this might be applicable to your child - please contact us now to talk with 

us about what you can do during the holidays to help. When all the adults work together we can usually 

reduce unnecessary anxieties for the child.  

What if my child is upset?  

We want your child to return to a place that is full of the emotional warmth and love that you and they 

have come to expect from us. We will give your child what they need to feel safe and meet their emotional 

needs.  

If your child is upset at drop off - staff will typically support from a distance and leave direct physical 

contact support to you. If you think your child is going to need additional support - please contact us 

before September. We can put in place different plans and support and ensure additional staff are 

available. 

 

https://forms.gle/XUB9zYK19XBE2X2s9


11 

 
How will the children play and social distance at lunchtime and break time? 

The children will have staggered playtimes with 
their Class Bubble Only. They will play in one of 6 
different playtime zones daily and will rotate across 
all the zones throughout the week. Different zones 
are available depending on whether the field can be 
used or not. All children will have access to the ball 
court where Coach Dobson will run mini sporting 
sessions - usually once a week.  

Children will be taught a range of socially distanced 
games and will be designated to play within their 
own ‘class bubble’ as far as practically possible. 
Our experience has shown that the children have 
been great at devising their own games and this will 

continue to be encouraged.  

In order to ensure that they are gainfully and happily entertained, we have purchased a range of new 
equipment which can all be antibacced and cleaned. These will be distributed to each zone and will be 
fully antibacced both before and after use.  

As they cannot be easily cleaned - the Zip wire, Amphitheatre and the Adventure Playground will not be in 
use for the duration of these measures. These are also out of bounds at drop off and pick up so please do 
not allow children to play at the end of the day. Everyone should exit the site swiftly to reduce risk to our 
children and staff.  

 
Will the TUCK SHOP and the KS1 healthy snack still be provided? 
 
Due to queueing, cash handling and mixing of bubbles we will not be running the 
tuck shop for Junior pupils.  
 
The providers of the national fruit snack initiative are no longer delivering to 
schools. If this changes - we will update families accordingly.  
 
Therefore, in the meantime, parents of all year groups are asked to provide a 
piece of fruit or veg for their child’s mid-morning snack. Please help us to promote 
the importance of healthy choices by not providing other snack options.   
 
 

What are the arrangements for lunchtime? 

In order to keep the integrity of the class bubble, all children will eat their dinner (both hot or packed) in 

their classrooms except for Foundation Stage & Deerleap pupils who will eat in the hall.  

Staff will ensure that all surfaces are wiped down with antibacterial wipes before children are allowed to 

eat or even open a lunch box and again after eating. Children will also have washed / antibacced their 

hands both before and after eating.  

Packed Lunches 

● Parents are asked to provide their child with a hard, plastic lunch box 

(NOT a soft fabric one) that can be washed daily at a high temperature and 

can be wiped down with antibacterial wipes. 

● Packed lunches will be stored in the classroom and parents are asked to 

ensure that they contain an ice pack each day. 
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School Dinners 

● Staff will serve pre-plated dinners to the children in class, there will be no buffet style service. 

● Staff serving meals will ensure their own excellent hand hygiene.  

● Plates will be lidded, eco friendly & disposable to ensure that the food reaches the children whilst 

hot. Our experience this term is that this has been highly effective.  

● Milk will only be available in the hall for FS children. Children will have their own water bottle on 

their table to drink.  

● Due to the changes to practice we will be unable to provide lunches to HEN and Nest for the 

foreseeable future.  

 

Will my child be able to borrow a book from the school library? 

Children in each silo will be able to select a library book during the school day. A 

returns box will be provided which will be emptied each Monday after the 

requisite decontamination period.  

KS1 parents will be able to change their reading book with their child in the 

Badger Sett on a ‘one in one out’ basis at the end of the day.  

Families who do not want their child to have a library book, will continue to have 

access to Oxford Reading Buddies. 

 

Can my child bring in toys from home? 

Children are not permitted to bring in any items from home except where these are 

absolutely essential to well-being and have been agreed in advance with the 

class/bubble teacher. If you feel that this is essential, we ask that a hard toy that 

can be antibacced should be encouraged rather than a soft toy or comforter.  

 

 

What will happen with lost property? 

The caretaker will go through this daily and deliver back anything that is named.  

Unnamed items will be placed in a jumper dumper outside the front gate and will be disposed of at the 

end of the week. The same will be true for left lunchboxes and water bottles which will also be disposed 

of at the end of the week. 
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Will parents and visitors be allowed on site? 

 
Visitors on site will be strictly limited to those deemed essential, including 
but not limited to, our maintenance contractors who will need to continue 
to ensure that the site is safe and well maintained.  
 
Any essential visitors will need to self declare of being asymptomatic, 
have their temperature checked and use antibacterial hand gel before 
gaining entry to the school. 
 
During this period we are sadly unable to have any parent helpers or 
Grandhordles on site but we look forward to the day when you can return. 

Parents will not be allowed to enter the school building at any time, 

with the exception of the school office, without prior permission from the Headteacher. 

To minimise risk to yourselves and Team Office we ask that the following procedures are followed: 
 

● Only one person may enter the front office at any time. 
● We will be using electronic returns wherever possible. 
● Please use the post box situated on the front gate to return any paperwork to school.  
● Please complete any medical forms before coming into the office to minimise time spent there.  

Electronic copies can be found here (paracetamol/ibuprofen) and here (other medications), hard 
copies will be available from outside the office door. Please also ensure that any medicine is 
named. 

● Please ensure that your child has everything that they need when they arrive at school in 
the morning. We will be unable to deliver anything to class with the exception of 
lunchboxes to limit unnecessary contact.. 

● Should you need to let the team know of a change of pick up or any other important information, 
please email adminoffice@hordle.hants.sch.uk or call us on 01425 611657 rather than coming 
into the office. 

 

 
Are school trips still going ahead? 

Our residential trips to Minstead and PGL have been rescheduled until 2021 when 

we hope that they will be able to take place without restrictions.  We currently have 

no school trips planned for the Autumn term and we are not expecting to schedule 

anything until Spring 2021. 

 

Will learning reviews still be going ahead in the Autumn term? 

We fully intend for learning reviews to take place in the Autumn term, however as in the Summer term, we 

expect that these will take place virtually. We know that learning reviews are an important time for 

parents, teachers and children and we are fully committed to them going ahead.  

 

Will scheduled school events still be taking place? 

We will continue to monitor government advice surrounding events and if possible we will hold a virtual or 

smaller event if appropriate to do so.  Events that may take a different format or have to be cancelled this 

year include: 

● Parent Drop Ins 

● PATCH Christmas Fair 

● Nativity Performances 

● External Sporting Events 

● Entry and Exit Points 

http://hordle.hants.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2016/07/Administration-of-paracetamol-Calpol-or-ibuprofen.pdf
http://hordle.hants.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2016/07/Administration-of-Medicines-Form.pdf
mailto:adminoffice@hordle.hants.sch.uk
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Can you still administer medication to my child? 
 
If your child is feeling poorly to the extent that you believe they require calpol during the 
school day, they MUST NOT BE IN SCHOOL.  
However, for all other routine conditions where medication is required, please bring the 
medication and a completed medical form to the school office.  
 

 
I have been receiving food vouchers/parcels as my child is eligible for free school meals, 
what will happen when they return to school? 

 
As all children are expected back in school - this provision will cease. Mrs Ursell 
will speak to you directly about how the transition to Lymington Food Bank will 
work.  
 
If you find that you have fallen into financial difficulties - please contact the school 
immediately. There are all sorts of ways in which we can help and it is our mission 
to ensure that no Hordle Family should suffer unnecessarily due to the effects of 
this crisis.  

 
My child hasn’t attended school since March, what can I do to help my child prepare? 

● We ask that all parents in YEARS 2,3,4 and 5 AND THOSE THAT HAVE NOT YET RETURNED 

complete this survey with their child so that the teaching team can understand your child’s 

lockdown experience and can prepare for their return and have plans in place to support them. 

● Practicing and helping to invent new games that can be played whilst social distancing. 
● Please continue to teach your child about good hand washing routines 
● Teaching your child how to social distance and why, whilst trying not to frighten them. You may 

find this link useful. 
● There will be new signage up and around the school, examples of which can be found here.  

Please spend some time with your child explaining what they mean and the importance of them. 
 

 
Helping children to understand the new school rules: 
It would be very helpful if parents could talk to children about the new and unfamiliar rules they will 
encounter when they arrive back in school. The following are the list of the new rules which children will 
need to be aware of in an age appropriate way, with an understanding that this is to protect them:  

● following any altered routines for arrival or departure 

● following school instructions on hygiene, such as handwashing and sanitising 

● following instructions on who they can socialise with at school 

● moving around the school as per specific instructions (for example, staying in their bubble, 

staying away from out of bounds areas, socially distanced queuing) 

● expectations about sneezing, coughing, tissues and disposal (‘catch it, bin it, kill it’) and avoiding 

touching your mouth, nose and eyes with hands 

● tell an adult immediately if they are experiencing symptoms of coronavirus 

● rules about sharing any equipment or other items including drinking bottles 

● amended expectations about breaks or play times, including where children may or may not play 

● clean and considerate use of toilets 

● never coughing or spitting at or towards any other person 

● rewards and sanctions will continue to be in place 

http://hordle.hants.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2016/07/Administration-of-Medicines-Form.pdf
https://forms.gle/jG5LcaJgABKKU3w76
https://pecs-unitedkingdom.com/download/social%20distancing%20lesson%20plan.pdf
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What if I don’t want my child to return to school in September? 
 

The Government has been very clear that we should expect all children to return to school in 
September. Parents should therefore be aware that Government have reinstated the duty on 
schools to monitor and promote school attendance including: 

● The parents’ duty to ensure that their child attends school regularly. 
● The school’s responsibility to record attendance and follow up absence. 
● The expectation on schools to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line 

with local authority’s codes of conduct. 

Shielding Pupils 
If you wish for your child to continue shielding, parents will need to seek medical evidence to support this. 
If you are unable to provide this, you will need to speak with Mrs Adams to discuss your reasons but there 
will be very few cases under which she will be able to bend the rules. E.g. not returning to school so that 
you can still see grandparents would not be an authorised absence.  

Reporting absence 

Parents will be expected to report absence as per normal procedures. Please ensure that you call into 

school and leave a message on the absence line on every day of absence and before 9.30am. 

Absence through Self-Isolation  

If your child is advised by a medical health professional to self-isolate for fourteen days - you do NOT 

need to call every day. Please call on the first day of absence and make the office team aware. We will 

sign your child out for the full period. If your child is not fit to return on day 15 - please contact the school 

again.  

Elective Home Education 
Children who are absent because their parents choose to electively home educate will be 
marked as an unauthorised absence.  Parents will need to notify the school using the 
normal routines - by calling the school before 9.30 each day.  
 
 

Fining for Non-Attendance  
In accordance with government guidance, fining for unauthorised absence will resume. Children who are 
absent following medical advice (as evidenced by a letter from a specialist) will not be penalised. Should 
infection rates rise locally and we are placed in lockdown again, absences will once again be authorised. 

What if staff are ill? 

Staffing the school during this time of Coronavirus leaves little room for manoeuvre - we are at full stretch. 

Sadly, staff absence is ‘more’ likely than normal because (as we have learnt) staff are more frequently 

needing to self-isolate because their own children are symptomatic - whilst they themselves are perfectly 

well. Equally - in order to follow guidance - that absence may be longer than normal. Staff who struggle 

on with coughs and colds as they have in the past - simply won’t be able to do so. Being without your own 

class teacher for 14 days may sadly become commonplace.  

Children can only attend school if we can keep them safe. Under the current restrictions this requires 

more staff than usual. This risk assessment will be undertaken daily.  
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If we believe that there are insufficient staff to keep the school open we will operate the following 

hierarchy of measures (none of which will be taken lightly)  

a) Closing one class 

b) Closing an entire phase 

c) Closing more than one phase 

d) Closing the school 

We will endeavour to ensure that parents are notified by text and on the website no later than 8am.  

All these measures will be a last resort - please rest assured that we will have tried every possible 

solution before taking this action as we know how disruptive it is for families.  

If we do close - home learning will resume immediately for that class / bubble / phase etc. 

 
My child has additional needs, how will these needs be met during the return to school? 

Some children with additional needs may receive interventions to support them in catching up on their 

learning. These adults may work across more than one bubble (as is permitted in the guidance). 

However, they will operate additional distancing measures wherever possible.  

Pupils with an EHCP will see this support resumed in September.  

If you have concerns about how your child’s needs will be met - please contact Mrs Payne directly via the 

school office.  

 
If my child doesn't return to school, what provision will be made for their learning? 
 
If you choose to electively home educate your child, you will continue to have access to all of the work 
that was put on to the home learning platform during lockdown.  This will include any work from their new 
year group that was added during that period and any homework tasks that may be uploaded.  
 
Henceforth - staff will be fully engaged in delivering teaching in the classroom. 
They will not be able to give feedback to pupils who are being ‘electively home 
educated’ and parents are advised to go to the nationally available websites 
such as ‘Oak Academy and BBC Bitesize’ where further home learning 
activities are available. Welfare calls from a member of staff will continue 
fortnightly. 
 
If your child is still covered by a shielded or shielding letter in September, the school will be in touch with 
you once term resumes.  
  

 
Access to Staff  
 
As teaching staff will now be in school full time, please can we ask that 
you contact your child’s class teacher by email in the first instance. To 
prevent crowding around doorways, please refrain from engaging in 
conversation at pick up and call the school office who will ask your 
child’s teacher to call you at a convenient time. Under current guidelines, 
we will not be allowing any parents into the school building. 
 

 

 
 



17 

 
 
 
Will my child need to wear school uniform? 

Children are required to wear full school uniform when they return in September.  On the days on which 

they have PE - children will need to come into school wearing their PE kit and remain in this all 

day. This minimises the need for storage space for PE kits and the risk of cross contamination. 

Information about PE days can be found in the ‘Meet the Team’ documents you have been sent. 

 

What happens next? 

As the situation changes and emerges we will continue to ensure that we operate within the latest advice 

and guidance. We will make sure you are fully informed of any changes that are made which affect you 

and your child and will be in contact towards the end of the Summer break. 

We look forward to welcoming all of Team Hordle on September 3rd. 

Yours sincerely. 

 

Fiona K. Adams 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


