
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

29th   January   2021     
  

Dear   Parent/Guardian,     
  

Thank   you   to   all   of   you   who   have   signed   up   for   live   registration.   I   know   that   children   and   staff   
alike   have   loved   the   opportunity   to   see   one   another.   We’ve   missed   you   all!     
  

What’s   next   for   ‘live   engagement’   at   Team   Hordle?   
The   next   part   of   the   curriculum   we’d   like   to   tackle   is   the   social   aspects   of   learning   -   the   
opportunity   just   to   be   with   friends   and   staff,   chatting   about   things   that   are   important   to   us   and   
taking   time   to   celebrate   each   other’s   achievements.   We   are   therefore   going   to   start   a   weekly   
small   group   -   SOCIAL   MEET.     
  

Social   Group   Meet     
From   the   week   beginning   1st   February,   all   children   will   be   assigned   to   a   Social   Group   that   will   
meet   once   a   week.   These   will   be   run   by   a   range   of   staff   members   from   your   child’s   phase.   The   
children   will   have   the   opportunity   to   chat   with   one   another,   share   their   achievements   and   have   a   
mini   celebration   assembly.     
  

How   will   the   groups   be   organised?     
The   groups   will   be   organised   so   that   every   child   has   at   least   one   friend   in   the   group.   There   will   
be   between   8   and   12   children   in   each   Social   Group.     
  

If   it’s   a   celebration   assembly   -   will   they   get   certificates?     
Yes   BUT   don't   panic   if   your   child   doesn't   get   a   certificate   in   the   first   week   -   they   will   all   get   
something   -   we   will   make   sure   of   it.   Certificates   and   achievements   will   be   celebrated   together.     
    
How   long   will   the   sessions   last?     
Social   Group   meetings   will   be   around   15   minutes   -   we   will   need   to   keep   these   timings   
reasonably   well   under   control   as   staff   will   have   other   groups   that   they   will   need   to   join   in   other   
rooms   for   whom   they   cannot   be   late.     
  

If   my   child   participates,   how   will   I   be   notified   of   these   sessions?   
For   children   using   G-Classroom   -   children   will   find   that   they   have   been   assigned   to   another   
classroom   called   SOCIAL   GROUP.   In   just   the   same   way   as   registration   group,   the   link   for   the   
group   will   appear   in   their   stream   5   minutes   before   their   allotted   time.   Simply   click   on   the   link   and   
you   will   be   in!     
  



Your   phase   leaders   will   be   writing   to   you   with   the   exact   timing   of   your   session.   Please   look   out   
for   this   email.     
  

Will   my   child   have   the   chance   to   join   different   groups?   
We   will   see   how   we   get   on   with   this.   For   the   first   few   weeks   at   least   -   your   child   should   expect  
that   their   social   group   will   remain   a   consistent   group   as   making   constant   changes   will   be   a   lot   of   
work.   If   unusually,   there   is   a   significant   issue   with   the   group,   please   contact   the   team   on   the   
usual   phase   email   address.   
  

I've   got   children   in   different   phases   and   not   enough   devices   for   them   all   to   be   online   at   
the   same   time.   What   should   I   do?   
In   order   to   help   with   this   -   we   are   planning   on   staggering   the   timings   of   the   meetings.     
Your   child’s   phase   leader   will   be   in   touch   to   tell   you   the   regular   day   and   time   to   be   on   line.     
If,   in   the   very   unusual   event   of   there   being   a   clash,   please   just   contact   the   team   on   the   usual   
email   addresses   and   we   will   do   what   we   can   to   resolve   the   problem.     
  

Will   children   in   school   be   able   to   take   part?   
In   the   first   instance   no   -   as   these   children   are   already   getting   a   social   experience   in   school.   
They   have   the   opportunity   to   play   with   and   chat   with   others   and   interact   with   a   wide   range   of   
adults   in   the   normal   way   we   would   expect   in   school.   We   will   keep   this   under   review.     
  

Are   these   sessions   compulsory?     
The   social   group   meets   are   optional   but   we   hope   that   this   will   be   a   highlight   of   your   child’s   week   
and   something   they   will    want    to   attend.   If   your   child   is   not   going   to   attend   -   please   let   the   team   
know   as   a   matter   of   courtesy   so   that   they   are   not   kept   waiting.     
  

My   child   doesn't   want   to   be   seen   on   screen   or   to   speak.   What   should   I   do?     
We   hope   that   the   small   group   nature   of   the   call   will   encourage   the   more   shy   amongst   us.   
However,   in   the   first   instance   to   build   confidence,   your   child   could   join   with   their   video   off   as   
well.   In   response   to   the   register   you   could   speak   on   behalf   of   your   child   to   begin   with   i.e.   I   might   
say   for   my   child   "Hello   from   Team   Adams."   As   your   child   gains   confidence   and   sees   the   other   
children   engaging   they   will   almost   certainly   want   to   participate   more.     
  

Are   adults   allowed   to   join   the   call?     
We   understand   that,   for   younger   children,   adults   may   be   alongside   the   child,   but   we   ask   that   
you   are   not   on   camera.   If   a   child   is   asked   a   question,   please   allow   them   to   answer   
independently.     
  

The   chat   function   will   be   disabled   throughout   the   G-Meet   session.     
  

If   you   wish   to   speak   to   a   member   of   staff,   this   is   not   the   time   for   this.   Please   email   the   team   and   
someone   will   get   back   to   you   as   soon   as   they   are   available.     
  

Will   the   sessions   be   recorded?     
No.   Because   children's   images   will   be   on   the   screen   -   we   will   not   be   recording   or   sharing   the   
sessions.     
  



How   can   we   as   parents   help   to   make   the   class   run   smoothly?   
All   children   should   join   with   video   on   but   SOUND   OFF.     
 

It   would   be   helpful   for   the   adult   at   home   to   teach   the   child   how   to   switch   on   and   off   their   
microphone   should   they   wish   to   chat   to   the   class   or   are   asked   a   question.     
 

Please   ensure   that   your   child   has   a   quiet   space   for   the   call.   There   should   be   no   excessive   noise   
in   the   background   and   siblings/pets   should   be   kept   away   to   allow   for   the   children   to   focus   on   
their   meeting.   When   your   child   is   not   talking   please   mute.   It   makes   for   a   much   nicer   experience   
for   all.     
  

Please   position   your   child   in   good   light   -   not   in   front   of   a   window   where   they   are   silhouetted   and   
difficult   to   see.     
  

What   about   safeguarding   issues?   
All   the   safeguarding   issues   have   been   addressed   in   our    VIDEO   CONFERENCING   HOME   
SCHOOL   AGREEMENT    and    consent   declaration .   If   you   have   not   yet   completed   these,   you   
should   do   this   immediately   as   your   child   will   not   be   placed   into   a   social   group   until   we   have   this   
consent.     
 

What   happens   if   a   pupil   misbehaves   whilst   they   are   online?   
Should   there   be   any   inappropriate   behaviour   whilst   on   the   call,   the   child   will   be   removed   from   
the   call   and   will   be   unable   to   participate   in   any   further   live   meetings   for   up   to   2   weeks   depending   
on   the   misdemeanour.   We   are   confident   that,   knowing   our   Team   Hordle   pupils   as   we   do,   that   
this   will   not   be   a   problem.     
 

I've   read   everything   and   chatted   to   my   child   and   they   can’t   wait   to   join   the   Social   Group.   
How   do   I   sign   them   up?     
If   you   have   already   signed   the   ‘ Consent   to   participate   in   live   sessions ’   you   need   do   nothing   
more.   Your   child   will   automatically   be   assigned   to   a   classroom.     
  

Otherwise,   please   complete   the   form   and   we   will   add   your   child's   name   to   the   list.     
  

You   will   then   be   sent   a   separate   email   from   your   team   to   tell   you   what   time   your   child's   first   
'Social   Group   Meet'   will   be.     
  

We’re   looking   forward   to   seeing   you   all   at   these   sessions   and   hope   that   they   will   become   a   
really   important   part   of   the   ‘home   school’   week   allowing   children   to   look   after   both   their   own   well   
being   and   that   of   others.     
  

Yours   sincerely,     
  

Mrs   Fiona   K   Adams     

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YFhlvBngxwKyzd_Byn2G5vsTm5y7ThTLsqUNIQ1Z3Es/edit?usp=sharing
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdLKpyYFI8rAoDMo3TYXZxw3W6npn8xqzTCnDMR02xY6u8x8Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
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